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persuading people to spell as he did: a bet-
ter illustration could not be found of the re-
former's sagacity, and his patient method of
effecting his purpose.

His contemporaries were obliged to take
sides when so aggressive a spirit was among
them. His doctrines were discussed in so-
ciety and in print. The * B K Society at
Yale debated upon the adoption of Web-
ster's orthography, deciding in 1792 in favor
of it, and reversing their decision in 1794.
Webster, by the way, was not unmindful of
his college. In 1790, as an encouragement
to the study of the English language, he
made a foundation for an annual prize to be
given to the author of the composition which
should be judged best by the faculty; but
the foundation does not appear to have been
permanent. Just as later he went to the
printing-offices to secure a conformity to his
orthography, so in the earlier years he had
directed his arguments at the schools. In
1798 he published " A Letter to the Gov-
ernors, Instructors, and Trustees of the Uni-
versities, and other Seminaries of Learning
in the United States, on the Errors of Eng-
lish Grammar," from which I have already